
ERHC Proactivity Shines at Meeting w/Rep. Bishop

Yardley, PA, APRIL 2, 2008--On March 31, 2008, Congressman Tim Bishop (D-Southampton) 
held a follow up meeting to continue the discussion on helicopter noise impacts in his district and other 
areas of Long Island. The meeting was held in his Coram, NY office and was attended by Robert Grotell 
(ERHC); Manny Weiss, Diane Crean, Leo Prusak (FAA); Jim Brundige, Matt O’Brien (HTO); Tony 
Ceglio (FOK); and representatives for Senator Schumer and Senator Clinton.

The Congressman expressed his doubts over the voluntary nature of the current structure and 
ERHC’s letter of agreement with the airports and Senator Schumer. His concern stems from continued 
complaints that he feels will only worsen during the summer season. One particular issue the Congress-
man raised was the lack of specific transition points off of the new North Shore Route for aircraft head-
ing to HTO, FOK or 87N. 

The FAA and ERHC explained why transitions were not included on the new NY Helicopter Route 
Chart and how the recommended minimum altitude should go a long way in mitigating last season’s 
concerns from North Fork communities as well as those along the North Shore of Nassau and Suffolk 
counties. ERHC then described our significant efforts over the past months, including working with the 
airports on modified noise abatement and monitoring procedures, conducting flight tests at HTO and 
FOK, our new websites, and our underlying commitment to work with communities and local elected 
officials to address their helicopter noise-related concerns. Jim Brundige described his positive perspec-
tive on the ERHC flight tests and explained how aircraft should be at or above 2,500 feet at Ferry before 
they begin their descent into HTO. Lastly, Tony Ceglio explained FOK’s draft helicopter procedures and 
also thanked ERHC for our efforts.

ERHC further explained that our priorities include educating the membership on the new North 
Shore Route and developing a series of performance indicators to determine program success. The Con-
gressman was clear to all that he will push for increased FAA regulation if the program fails to ade-
quately address the noise concerns. 

Overall, Congressman Bishop was pleased with our efforts and those of the FAA and the airports. 
He was encouraged by our collective progress to date and closed the meeting in a positive manner with 
an improved outlook. He specifically thanked ERHC for aggressively taking the lead on many of the 
noise issues.

# # #

ERHC is the northeast’s leading organization for helicopter professionals and an expert resource for the 
public. Founded in 1977, its volunteer leaders continue to work with communities, FAA, and their mem-
bers for enhanced safety, professionalism, and efficiency. Learn more about the ERHC and its initiatives 
at its web sites www.erhc.org and www.flyneighborly.net
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